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 Part III of Laboratory Safety will 
be presented at a later date.  If you 
would like to learn more about prepar-
ing for a UGA laboratory inspection, 
please review the new PowerPoint 
training presentation “How to Prepare 
for a UGA Laboratory Inspection” 
located at: 
www.esd.uga.edu/chem/index.htm. 
 Now that we have reached the first 
anniversary of September 11, 2001, it is 
important for us to look back and 
consider the events of that day and of 
the past year.  At times we may try to 
distance ourselves from the events of 
that fateful day.  After all, none of us 
want to face the fact that we were—and 
may once again be—vulnerable to such 
a horrible and unwarranted attack. We 
may ask, “What can I do?”  I have 
found myself asking this question more 
than once.  After all, I am only one 
person, “How can I make a difference?”  
The answer that I come back to is 
always the same.  Our great nation is 
made up of individuals, and each of us 
has the ability as citizens to affect our 
future.  America is strengthened by each 
individual who decides that they will do 
what they can for the common good of 
our nation.  The purpose of this article is 
to examine some of the avenues open to 
those who wish to answer the question, 
“What can I do?” 

 While none of us asked for or 
desired the events of 9/11, we must  
continue to keep them fresh in our 
minds so that we might continue to take 
all steps necessary to prepare for the 
future.  We don’t have the ability to 
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know what our enemies may do, but we do 
have the ability to choose whether or not 
we prepare for future events.  Additionally, 
all of us have the ability to combat one of 
the biggest weapons in a terrorist’s arsenal, 
namely fear of the unknown.  
By nature we often fear what 
we don’t know or under-
stand.  It is important for us 
to take the time to learn more 
about the nuclear, chemical, 
biological, and explosive 
devices that our opponents 
may employ.  By learning 
more about the weapons of 
terror and how to protect 
ourselves from them, we 
make ourselves hard targets.   
 There is a wealth of 
information on the internet 
concerning weapons of mass 
destruction, and several sites 
have been set up to educate the general 
public on how to recognize and treat 
exposures.  A good starting point is the 
Medical NBC (Nuclear, Biological, and 
Chemical) Online Information Server 
located at: www.nbc-med.org/others/. This 
site contains a wide variety of resources 
including informative articles, medical 
texts, a list of available training classes, 
and numerous links to other sites where 
more information can be obtained (first 
select medical references, then internet 

resources).  One of the best interna-
tional sites is the SIPRI (Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute) 
website located at: www.sipri.org/.   
 Several self-study courses are 
available to the public and are offered 
free of charge by various government 
agencies.  The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) offers a 
wide variety of self-study courses.  
The guide entitled “Emergency 
Preparedness USA” (course number 
IS-2) presents excellent information 
on preparing for both natural and man-
made disasters.  The guide entitled 

“Hazardous Materials: A Citizen’s Orien-
tation” (course number IS-5) presents the 
basics of hazardous materials and gives 
excellent information on how to protect 
yourself from exposure.  Both guides are 
full of useful information and can be 

completed in just a few hours.  Several 
other titles are also available.  To sign 
up for FEMA self-study courses, 
information is available at their website: 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/.  

 Another avenue open to all of us is 
volunteer work.  There are always 
opportunities for those willing to 
volunteer time and effort to strengthen 
our national infrastructure.  Organiza-
tions that typically are in need of 
volunteers include the United Way, the 
American Red Cross, the Salvation 
Army, and local hospitals.  And, of 
course, numerous other possibilities also 
exist. 
 All of us can show our support by 
backing our first responders who are 
called upon in most emergency situa-
tions.  As illustrated by the events of 
9/11, police, fire departments, hospitals 
(doctors, nurses, ambulance services, 
and EMTs), and hazmat teams can 
quickly become overwhelmed by a large 
scale emergency.  We can help our first 
responders to be as effective as possible 
by ensuring that they have the training 
and resources necessary to do their jobs.  
Support can come in many forms, not 
just financial.  Something as simple as a 
kind word from a stranger can make all 
the difference in the world to a first 
responder who often has to deal with 
dangerous and tragic situations.  We 
didn’t ask for the events of 9/11, but we 
can and must work together to help 
ensure that we are ready for what the 
future holds. 
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New UGA Radiation Safety Training Requirements by Dennis Widner, Health Physicist for  Training 

 Changes are being made in the 
current classifications and training 
requirements of employees using 
radiation at the University of Georgia. 
The modular training approach is still 
intact and will be used to fulfill the new 
training requirements, which follow. 
 All previous classifications have 
been removed. Ancillary User (AU), 
Minimally Exposed (ME), Potentially 
Exposed (PE), Normally Exposed (NE), 
and Qualified User (QU) have been 
replaced with two classifications: 
Radiation Worker (RW) and Ad-
vanced Radiation Worker (ARW).  
 
(1) Radiation Worker (RW). All 

personnel working in a laboratory 
permitted to use radioactive material 
will be initially trained by their 
principle investigator (authorized 
user). The principle investigator is 
responsible for initial radiation 
safety training and documentation. 
This initial radiation training 
certifies laboratory personnel as an 
RW. Use the form “UGA Radiation 
Worker Certificate,” found online at 
www.esd.uga.edu/rad/index.htm, as 
this training record. You will be 

required to send this document to the 
radiation safety office for review. A 
copy will then be sent back to you for 
your records. Remember to have a 
completed copy on file. The radiation 
safety office will review documentation 
during inspections.  

 
(2) At least one Advanced Radiation 

Worker (ARW) is required for each 
permitted laboratory. More than one 
ARW is welcomed for any permitted 
lab. The UGA radiation safety office is 
responsible for providing training to 
become an ARW. 
 
A. Qualified Users (QU) under the old 

system of training will be considered 
Advanced Radiation Workers 
under the new training program. 

B. All other current sub-classifications 
(AU, ME, PE and NE) will have to 
complete the required modules to be 
an ARW, if desired, or remain an 
RW. 

C. Modules 0–3 are required for ARW 
certification. Module 4 (Intra-Lab 
Verification) has been discontinued. 

 
 Principle investigators (authorized 
users) will be evaluated on their experience 

with radiation and 
radioactive materials 
during the 
application phase 
of a new 
permit. 
 The 
radiation safety 
officer may recommend additional 
training for applicants without enough 
training experience. 
 Ancillary staff and employees 
interfacing with UGA permitted 
laboratories in all situations should 
have Module 0 radiation training as 
orientation to the UGA Radiation 
Safety Program.  
 The UGA radiation safety officer 
is responsible for ensuring that all 
employees using radiation are 
adequately trained in radiation safety. 
The radiation safety officer may 
recommend additional training for 
anyone who requires it or who wants 
the additional training experience. 
The radiation safety office will 
present numerous training topics that 
are open to any who are interested. 
Contact Dennis Widner at  
(706) 542-0526 for more information. 

 For online catalog and registration 
forms go to the Training & Development 
website: www.busfin.uga.edu/staff/. 
 
Radiation Safety Training 
 If you have authorization to use 
radioactive materials, please attend 
Module 0 for radiation safety training 
requirements. Questions? Contact 
Dennis Widner, health physicist for 
training, at (706) 542-0526 or 
dwidner@esd.uga.edu. 
 

Module 0: Orientation 
September 26, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 

Course # 162002H-01 
 

*Please bring a calculator* 

Solid and Hazardous Waste 
Management 
 This course will 
cover the smart and 
legal way to identify, 
store, transport, and 
dispose of hazardous 
waste. It will also register 
you in UGA’s Hazardous Materials 
Program and familiarize you with the steps 
involved in getting hazardous waste 
removed from your workplace. This class 
satisfies the initial and annual refresher 
training requirements mandated by the 
EPA and DOT. Questions? Contact Greg 
Bell, Certified Hazardous Materials 
Manager, at (706) 542-0105 or 
gbell@esd.uga.edu. 

Upcoming Safety Courses 

Chemical-Specific Right to Know 
Training 
 Do you work with chemicals in a 
lab environment? If so, you need 
Chemical-Specific Right to Know 
training as required by the State of 
Georgia Right to Know Act. You may 
receive this training by visiting: 
www.esd.uga.edu/rtkcs. 
 This online course will qualify as 
either initial Right to Know chemical-
specific training or annual refresher 
training for anyone working in the 
laboratory. If you have questions about 
this or other chemical related training, 
please call the UGA Environmental 
Safety Division at (706) 542-5801. 
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 Sanford Stadium has a seating  
capacity of 86,520, but with all of the 
people needed to run the stadium on 
game day it becomes a confined space 
holding approximately 90,000 people. 
In the event of a large scale disaster or 
emergency, evacuating the stadium adds 
to the confusion. 
 The University has recently 
completed an emergency operations plan 
addressing the emergency situations that 
are most likely to occur at Sanford. 
Part of that planning is giving some basic 
information to the fans in the stands. 

Know at least two ways in and out of the stadium in the 
event your usual way of exit is compromised. 

 
Listen to the public address announcements 
for instructions in the event of an emergency. 

 
Follow the directions of uniformed public safety 
officials in the event of an emergency. 

 
Know the location of the nearest first aid station 
(indicated by the symbol         in the map below). 

Safety at Sanford Stadium by Dena Roth, Program Specialist for Emergency Operations 




